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To:	Construction Code Officials

From:	Tyrone R. Eugene, Principal REHS
Date:	September 2024
Re: 	Plan Review-Retail Food Establishments 



The Burlington County Health Department is responsible for reviewing submitted plans for retail food establishments in accordance with N.J.A.C 8:24-Chapter XII of the State Sanitary Code prior to the issuance of a local construction permit and certificate of occupancy.  Plan submission is required whenever a retail food establishment is constructed or renovated.

Subchapter 9.
REVIEW OF PLANS
8:24-9.1 Plan submission and approval
(a) A permit applicant or operator shall submit to the
health authority properly prepared plans and
specifications for review and approval before:
1. The construction of a retail food
establishment;
2. The conversion of an existing structure for
use as a retail food establishment; or
3. The remodeling of a retail food
establishment or a change of type of retail
food establishment or food operation if the
health authority determines that plans and
specifications are necessary to ensure
compliance with these rules.

(c) The health authority shall review these plans and respond accordingly within 30 days of the date of submission. No retail food establishment shall be constructed, renovated, or converted except in accordance with plans and specifications previously submitted to and approved by the appropriate health and construction authorities.

The following facilities may be considered retail food establishments by definition in the regulation: restaurants, supermarkets, convenience stores, retail department stores, coffee shops, schools, recreational facilities, churches, fire halls, bars etc.

Since your office may be aware of proposed retail food establishments sooner than this Department, it is requested that the applicant be directed to the Burlington County Health Department for guidance and/or submission of plans prior to construction or issuance of permits.  This action will help us assure compliance with the applicable regulations.
Your assistance in this matter is appreciated.   Please phone 609 265-5566 or 609 265-5515 if you have any questions regarding this matter.  Thank you.
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